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VASILI MLADINOV ENJOY

SKYDIVING

Jonathan Cramer, Guam USA

M ladinov, a world —famous Russian
skydiver, is one of the Tandem Skydiving
instructors with Skydive Guam Inc. At 55years
of age, Vasili Mladinov has spent the last two
decades of his life jumping out of a perfectly
good plane, recently reaching a world record
24,000 jumps.

With 41years of experience as a skydiver,
Mladinov is a six-time world record holder. In
the Soviet Union, he was captain of the Russian
four-way Skydive Team. Initially, Mladinov

@ 2014 - w3

wanted to be a pilot, but was too young at the
time. His first experience with skydiving began
when he was only 14yeras old back in the Soviet
Union. “When | was in school--- | was 14years
old and we jumped in the military-airborne
division-and they were the ones who organized
the group of the kids who did the jumps.” said
Mladinov. In his later teen years, Mladinov was in
the Russian National Team for 10years, and then
moved on to competing in the Soviet National
Team. Throughout his career, Mladinov's
most memorable experience was in tandem



skydiving back in Seattle, when he jumped
with a woman who was 93yeras old. “She
had a great time, she was joking” recalled
Miadinov, smiling.

A basic Skydive on Guam can be at an
altitude anywhere from 8,000 to 14,000feet.
Depending on the height, a free fall can
go from 15 seconds to a minute before
deploying the parachute. After the parachute
is activated, it takes about five minutes in the
air until landing. According to travel website
vegabondish.com, Guam is featured as one
of “The Best Places to Skydive around the
World,”

All types of people come to jump
on Guam. Many have come back to do
multiple jumps with the experienced tandem
instructors. This year Skydive Guam had the
privilege of having Taiwan celebrity Fan Yi-
chen film his music video on Guam. It took
quite a bit of planning and three jumps, but

the final result was a great video showing the beauty
of jumping on(above) Guam.

John Stewart, owner of one Guam skydive
company., stated they like to have the most
experienced Tandem Skydiving instructors averaging
about 12 thousand or more jumps. Having been in
operation for 16years.

Throughout Mladinov's skydiving career, he
has worked around Russia, Seattle, Washington,
New Zealand, Australia, Belgium, and Guam
for the last 15 years. He has also skydived in
more than 50 countries around the world. When
asked where his favorite place to jump, Mladinov
replied, “Guam” . “I've done more jumps here than
anywhere else,” he said. “I've done close to 10,000

jumps just here on Guam.”

For his record 24,000 jump, Mladinov performed
a tandem skydive with a Japanese tourist at
14,000feet. “I never thought that I'd do so many
jumps---and I'm so happy to have done it,” said
Mladinov, who intends to continue jumping for as
long as he can. “I still feel great!” Wl
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